ALFRED NOBEL'S YOUTH
to make 20 ore on each lb., so that you see the business is not to
be sniffed at, and we shall be sure to make good all our losses in
Russia. So you must come home as quickly as possible/ to help
your old father, and to look after this business here and abroad."
Alfred Nobel did come to Stockholm more than once, but the
old man had again been too sanguine, for his discovery later proved
to be a pure chimera.* Meanwhile Alfred was beginning to
interest himself in the new nitro-glycerine, or rather he had already
directed his attention to this problem, in which he had been
interested by a Professor Sinin in Petersburg. In May or June,
1862, in the presence of his brothers, Robert and Ludwig, he
succeeded for the first time in causing nitro-glycerine to explode,
and, indeed, to do so under water. On the I4th October, 1863,
Alfred Nobel received his first patent for this product, and on the
I5th July, 1864, his second patent. It was just during these
experiments that a slight estrangement occurred between the
father and son, but the misunderstanding was of very short
duration. While Alfred was a scientifically trained chemist, old
Nobel was a mere amateur; but he considered himself to be the
real discoverer of the invention, and Alfred accordingly set out
the position in a letter, which is quite characteristic of the relations
between the two. The letter is distinctly brusque, but manly
and straightforward, and it does not transgress the obligations of
filial regard. We quote a few extracts below, as they are not
offensive to either party. The letter starts:
" my dear father,—
" You yourself thought that we ought to clear up matters
between us. I entirely share your view, especially as I do not
wish to expose myself again to such reprimands as I have been
* One suggestion was concerned with the use of chlorate powder in fire^atrns, and
the other wtth the adding of nitre-glycerine to ordinary black powder
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